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Truth joined Mother AME Zion in 1829 
after leaving predominantly white 
John Street Methodist Church, 
where scholars say people of 
African descent could not serve in 
leadership and had to wait to take 
Communion until whites had 
partaken of the sacrament.

Sojourner Truth



Douglass was licensed to preach by a 
congregation of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Zion Church in New Bedford, Mass., and 
had many roles in the denomination. The AME Zion 
Church was where he honed his famous 
oratorical skills.

He was what we call an exhorter first and then 
secondly, he was a licensed preacher, but he 
was never ordained,” said the rev. James david 
Armstrong, retired historian of the AME Zion 
ChurCh. “he held other offiCes in the ame Zion 
Church, like steward, Sunday school 
superintendent, sexton.

Frederick Douglass



For over a hundred years, the African Methodist Episcopal 

Zion Church has been the steadfast guardian of the 

Harriet Tubman Home and the sacred grounds upon 

which it stands. In so doing, the church has maintained a 

living memory that will honor the legacy of Harriet 

Tubman and the freedom movement she so eloquently 

represented for decades of future generations. For the 

African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, for whom so 

many view as America's true Freedom Church, it is 

another brick in the long highway of justice for its people.

By the time in 1857 that Harriet Tubman had purchased 

her first home from former Governor and U.S. Senator of 

New York, William Seward, in Auburn, New York, and 

moved her family there, the A.M.E. Zion Church had been 

long established in the community.

At her death in 1913, the funeral services for Harriet 

Tubman were held in the Thompson Memorial A.M.E. Zion 

Church in Auburn.

Harriet Tubman



Richard Allen 

was born a slave in 1760 and 
died as first bishop of the 

A.M.E. Church in 1831. He and 
his family are buried in a 

tomb at the lower level of 
the A.M.E. Church.



Jarena Lee 

was likely one of the first 
African American female 
preachers in America. She 
noted one particular 
experience that led her to 
feel called: to my utter 
surprise there seemed to 
sound a voice which I thought I 
distinctly heard, and most 
certainly understand, which 
said to me, “Go preaCh the 
Gospel!”



Absalom Jones

In 1794 Jones founded the first 
black Episcopal congregation, and 
in 1802, he was the first African 
American to be ordained as a priest 
in the Episcopal Church of the United 
States. ... He is listed on the 
Episcopal calendar of saints.

His ministry among blacks was so 
significant that he was known as 
"the black Bishop of the Episcopal 
Church.



James Varick 

was the founder and first bishop of the 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church. Varick was born to a slave 
mother near Newburgh, New York. His 
father was Richard Varick, a free 
black man who was originally from 
Hackensack, New Jersey. Varick grew 
up with his parents in New York City, 
where it is thought that he may have 
attended the Free School for Negroes. 
After this schooling, Varick was 
trained in the trade of shoemaking.



Peter Williams Jr. 

was an African-American Episcopal 
priest, the second ordained in the 
United States and the first to serve 
in New York City. He was an 
abolitionist who also supported 
free black emigration to Haiti, the 
black republic that had achieved 
independence in 1804 in the 
Caribbean.



James Walker Hood 

was an African Methodist Episcopal 
Zion Church bishop in North Carolina 
from 1872 to 1916. Before 
emancipation, he was an active 
abolitionist, and during the 
American Civil War he went to New 
Bern, North Carolina where he 
preached for the church to the 
black people and soldiers in the 
area. 



Bishop Singleton T. Jones 

was a religious leader in the African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church (AME Zion). 

When he was ten years old, he was apprenticed to a lawyer and worked for him 

for four years, after which he found positions at an inn, as a hod carrier, and on a 

riverboat on the Ohio River. He became a pastor in the 1840s, serving churches 

throughout Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, and the District of Columbia. 

Although he had little education, the taught himself to be an articulate orator. 

Besides being a pastor to churches, he also edited AME Zion publications, the 

Zion's Standard and Weekly Review and the Discipline.

He helped establish churches before and after the Civil War and was known for 

his skills for helping blacks adjust to the post-war Reconstruction era. He became 

a bishop of the church in 1868. He and his wife had twelve children, two of whom 

attained a higher education, and their son Edward D. W. Jones sought a career 

with the AME Zion Church, becoming a bishop as well. He wrote several hymns 

and his sermons and addresses were published a year after his death.

He was the first of the African American clergy to be awarded an honorary Doctor 

of Divinity and was listed with Harriet Tubman as one of the most effective church 

members to understand and meet the needs of African Americans.



Henry McNeal Turner 

(was a minister, politician, and the 12th elected and consecrated bishop of the African 

Methodist Episcopal Church (AME). After the American Civil War, he worked to establish 

new A.M.E. congregations among African Americans in Georgia.[1] Born free in South 

Carolina, Turner learned to read and write and became a Methodist preacher. He joined the 

AME Church in St. Louis, Missouri, in 1858, where he became a minister. Founded by free 

blacks in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in the early 19th century, the A.M.E. Church was the first 

independent black denomination in the United States. Later Turner had pastorates in 

Baltimore, Maryland, and Washington, DC.

In 1863 during the American Civil War, Turner was appointed as the first black chaplain in 

the United States Colored Troops. Afterward, he was appointed to the Freedmen's Bureau 

in Georgia. He settled in Macon and was elected to the state legislature in 1868 during the 

Reconstruction era. An A.M.E. missionary, he also planted many AME churches in Georgia 

after the war. In 1880 he was elected as the first Southern bishop of the AME Church, after 

a fierce battle within the denomination because of its Northern roots.

Angered by the Democrats' regaining power and instituting Jim Crow laws in the late 

nineteenth century South, Turner began to support black nationalism and emigration of 

blacks to the African continent. This movement had started before the Civil War under the 

American Colonization Society. Turner was the chief figure to do so in the late nineteenth 

century.






